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MEDIA ADVISORY
Contact: 

Jordan Pierce

O: 510.550.8176

C: 510.282.7329

Field Poll, Next 10, and Stanford’s Bill Lane Center for the 
American West Release First-of-its-Kind Data on Californians’ Attitudes toward Government Reform

Release of Multilingual Polling Data and Panel Discussion with Leading Government Reform Experts Highlight Beta Launch of CaliforniaChoices.org, a Dynamic New Resource on Government Reform

When:

Tuesday, March 2nd, 9:00AM  – 11:30AM 
Where: 
The Commonwealth Club

595 Market Street
San Francisco, CA 94105
What: 
Release of Field Poll data revealing Californians’ attitudes toward government reform and panel discussion featuring some of the state’s leading experts on the topic. The Field Poll data will include: 

· Percentage of Californians in favor of changing the two-thirds majority now needed in the legislature to pass the state budget

· Californians’ attitudes towards fundamental changes to the state constitution. 

· Startling differences between voters who responded to the survey in English and those who took the survey in Spanish, Mandarin, Cantonese, Vietnamese, and Korean.

· Californians’ preference for using tax increases or spending cuts to reduce the state budget deficit and more…

**Data available at www.field.com/fieldpollonline beginning 6:00 AM on March 2nd. Advance copies will be distributed to Field Poll subscribers March 1, 12:01PM.
Why:
The event marks the beta launch of CaliforniaChoices.org, the state’s only comprehensive, nonpartisan resource for expert information on government reform proposals. The site provides a new way to navigate, comprehend, and make choices about the many reform proposals that are under serious discussion and those being placed before voters in 2010. California Choices is a project of Next 10 and Stanford’s Bill Lane Center for the American West with the Institute of Governmental Studies at U.C. Berkeley and the Center for California Studies at Sacramento State. After a period of feedback from partners and everyday Californians, the site’s official public launch will occur in April 2010. 

Who:

Introductory Remarks

F. Noel Perry – Next 10



David M. Kennedy – The Bill Lane Center for the American West

Field Poll Presentation

Mark DiCamillo – The Field Research Corporation
Panelists

Jack Citrin - Institute of Governmental Studies 

Annette Fuentes - New America Media 
Senator Abel Maldonado (R-Santa Maria)

Chris McKenzie - League of California Cities 
Lenny Mendonca - Bay Area Council

Roy Ulrich - Common Cause 
Sunne Wright McPeak - California Forward

Schedule: 
  8:30   
Registration, breakfast & networking    

 9:00   
Welcome - David M. Kennedy, F. Noel Perry   
  9:10   
Participants use instant-response clickers to answer Field Poll questions 

on constitutional reform -- views are compared to those of Californians. 
  9:15   
Presentation of multilingual Field Poll results:  Mark DiCamillo, Field Poll
  9:30   
Expert panel discussion about 2010 reforms and why Californians 

should get involved  10:30 Q&A with panelists 
 11:00   Discussion regarding ways to get more Californians involved in reform 


movement, supported by instant response clickers. 
 11:30   
Adjourn     

# # #

Next 10 is an independent, nonpartisan organization that educates, engages and empowers Californians to improve the state’s future.  www.next10.org
The Bill Lane Center for the American West is dedicated to advancing scholarly and public understanding of the past, present, and future of western North America. The Center supports research, teaching, and reporting about western land and life in the United States, Canada, and Mexico. west.stanford.edu 


