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Assemblymember Skinner Invites Constituents To Voice Their Budget Choices

OAKLAND, CA – This Friday, Governor Schwarzenegger will release his revision of the California state budget, with measures designed to combat a $20 billion deficit. In live events on Wednesday and Thursday, Assemblymember Skinner will give constituents an opportunity to create their own state budget, using the online “The California Budget Challenge” (www.budgetchallenge.org.) East Bay residents will create a budget reflecting their values and vision for the future of the Golden State. 


“I am concerned about how the economic crisis is affecting families, businesses, folks looking for work, and those that depend on state services,” said Assemblymember Nancy Skinner (D-Berkeley). “Cuts like those the Governor is proposing could decimate the state and cause even more job loss. While we can’t risk bankruptcy we have to be smart. So I am inviting the people of AD 14 to let me know how they would balance the budget by taking ‘The Budget Challenge’.”

Assemblymember Skinner has partnered with the nonpartisan organization Next 10 to provide her constituents the opportunity decide how much they would spend on schools, prisons, the environment, and other state programs- and how to pay for them- by voting on budget options in real-time with instant response clickers.  The California Budget Challenge, Next 10’s interactive budget simulation, contains accurate figures for the state's current revenues and expenditures as well as alternatives so that participants can make their own choices. 
To hear the concerns and solutions of her constituents, Assemblymember Skinner and Next 10 are hosting three budget summits around the 14th Assembly District:
Richmond 
Wednesday, May 12 6:00-7:30 pm
Richmond City Council Chambers, 450 Civic Center Plaza

Albany – Hosted with Speaker of the Assembly John A. Perez (D-Los Angeles)
Thursday, May 13 7:00-8:30 pm, 
Albany High School, 603 Key Route Boulevard

Orinda 
Thursday, May 27 6:00-7:30 pm
Orinda Library Theatre, 26 Orinda Way
For more information, call (510) 286-1400 or visit www.assembly.ca.gov/skinner
To take the Next 10 California Budget Challenge 2010, visit www.budgetchallenge.org 
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