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Relative to 1990, gross domestic product (GDP) per capita grew 26 percent 
while GHG emissions per capita decreased by 14 percent. 

INDEX AT A GLANCE
The 2010 California Green Innovation Index presents a series of “dashboard” indicators that track changes over time and  

two in-depth features: The Changing Business Climate and Manufacturing in the Core Green Economy. The Index at a 

Glance highlights key areas detailed in this report.
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For every dollar of GDP generated in 2008, California requires 32 percent less 
carbon than in 1990.  
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Energy productivity, measured as the ratio of energy consumed (inputs) to GDP 
(economic output), is 68 percent higher in California than in the rest of the 
nation. California’s energy productivity is also improving at a faster rate than the 
rest of the country. 

GHG EMISSIONS _Page 12

Gross annual greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions have climbed 15 percent  
since 1996 and have been leveling out since 2001. 
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Both vehicle miles traveled (VMT) per capita and surface transportation  
emissions per capita have declined steadily, in part a result of the economic 
recession and spikes in fuel prices. From 2007 to 2008, VMT per capita  
dropped by three percent, while surface emissions fell by six percent. 

Percent Change 2007–2008

VMT per Capita -3%

Surface Transportation GHG Emissions per Capita -6%

As a result of energy efficiency policies 

enacted since the 1970s, California’s energy 

productivity continues to rise. This means that 

dollars businesses and households do not spend 

on energy can be reinvested in the economy 

through capital upgrades or new employees. 

Across all sectors, vast opportunities exist  

for new efficiency gains.

California’s economy is reducing its reliance on carbon as total emissions level off and per capita 

emissions drop.
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California accounted for 39 percent of all solar patents registered in the U.S. 
from 2007 to 2009, compared with 24 percent between 1995 and 1997.

SOLAR CAPACITY _Page 35

New solar capacity in California has grown by 14 percent since 2008 and by more 
than five-times since 2007. This growth is directly related to the California Solar 
Initiative offering rebates to consumers and the Renewables Portfolio Standard.

 

GREEN MANUFACTURING _Page 50 
As of January 2008

Nearly 21 percent of California’s green employment is in manufacturing. Across 
all industries, manufacturing represents only 11 percent of employment. 
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On a per capita basis, Californians have been consuming less energy over the 
long-term. Energy consumption per capita has dropped 20 percent since 1970  
in California, while little progress has been made in the rest of the nation. 

  

CLEANTECH VC _Page 21

 
 
 
 
 
Cleantech accounts for a large and growing portion of total venture capital (VC) 
in the state. In 2009, 25 percent of total VC investment was from cleantech, up 
from 13 percent two years earlier. Cleantech investment in the first half of 2010 
was two and a half times greater than the first half of 2009. 
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California’s manufacturers have increased their electricity productivity  
by 13 percent since 2002, while productivity dropped by ten percent for 
manufacturers in the rest of the nation.  

Even during the current economic downturn, 

investment is strong in clean technology,  

and new value is being created through 

innovation in technology and public policy.
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Since 2002, renewable energy has represented roughly 11 percent of total 
energy generation in California. In the United States, renewables have increased 
from two to three percent. California’s Renewables Portfolio Standard mandated 
that 20 percent of the state’s electricity comes from renewable sources by 2010 
and has been raised to 33 percent by 2020. 
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