Once upon a time there was a princess who lived in
an amazing kingdom in the magical land of California.

She loved ball gowns and always wanted a new one to add
to her collection. However, every time she would buy a new
gown, someone in the kingdom would lose something.

At first, this was no problem. She could buy a couple
simple gowns and the rude and greedy people in the
kingdom would lose something.

Yet, the princess really wanted a golden ball gown. As this
dress was more extravagant, this would cause some of the
poorer and good people in the kingdom to lose something as
well.

The princess was a very generous person and didn’t want the poor
and good people to suffer, however she really wanted that gown.
She still has not found a solution of what to do.

CREATIVE STORY/PRESENTATION
Once upon a time there was a princess who lived in an amazing kingdom in the magical
land of California.
She loved ball gowns and always wanted a new one to add to her collection.
However, every time she would buy a new gown, someone in the kingdom would lose
something.
At first, this was no problem. She could buy a couple simple gowns and the rude and
greedy people in the kingdom would lose something.
Yet, the princess really wanted a golden ball gown. As this dress was more extravagant,
this would cause some of the poorer and good people in the kingdom to lose something as
well.
The princess was a very generous person and didn’t want the poor and good people to
suffer, however she really wanted that gown. She still has not found a solution of what to
do.
Analysis:
The princess represents our group, the ball gowns symbolize our spending, and the
people in the kingdom that lose their belongings represent the taxes.
Like the princess who wanted the ball gowns, we wanted to increase spending to improve
the state. However, just like in the story, there was a consequence for every time we
increased our spending. This consequence was raising taxes so that we could try to
balance the budget.
At first, we realized some of the taxes we raised could have positive effects, like raising
taxes on cigarettes increased the health of more people. Just as in the story, it was a good
thing that the greedy people would lose something.
However, the category we wanted to spend the most on was education and this would be
a lot of money. In order to try to lower the deficit, we would have to raise taxes that may
also hurt some of the poorer people in our state. Similar to the princess in the story who
wanted the golden ball gown, yet some of the poorer citizens in the kingdom would lose
something as well.
We ended up deciding to raise some more taxes, however, we did not want to overly tax
our state, and therefore we were able to lower the deficit, but not balance the budget.

